Connecting Windows 95* to NetWare





CLIENT SOFTWARE IS YOUR WINDOW TO THE NETWORK





You know that selecting the right network operating system (NOS) for your business or organisation is an important decision.  Choosing the right client software to access that network is equally important.  The client software is what gives the desktop and the user access to the services of the network.





WHAT ARE MY CHOICES?





Windows 95 users have 3 options available to them for accessing their NetWare services.





NetWare Client v1.2 for DOS/Windows - This client offers a 16-bit solution today that supports all your current NetWare services including NetWare Directory Services.  It is available from Novell with every version of NetWare and can be downloaded for free from Novell's NetWire forum on Compuserve.  Users can also purchase a NetWare Client v1.2 for DOS/Windows client kit for $99 that includes diskettes and printed documentation. 





Microsoft Client for NetWare - Is available from Microsoft with your Windows 95 operating system.  This client offers Windows 95 users a good basic connection to NetWare file and print services and is conveniently installed with your Windows 95 desktop. This client does not include NetWare Directory Services (NDS) access however, nor does it support many of the popular NetWare services and features beyond LAN access to file and print services.





NetWare Client 32 for Windows 95 - is available as a pre-release product from Novell beginning September 30, 1995 and will ship as a released product from Novell about 60 days later.  This client offers full-featured, high-performance 32-bit NetWare services access optimised for Windows 95 connectivity.





WHAT IS NOVELL'S RECOMMEND SOLUTION





Novell customers who need full access to their NetWare services from Windows 95 today should use the NetWare Client v1.2 for DOS and Windows.  Using this client will ensure full featured, robust and reliable access to NetWare services including NetWare Directory Services and full availability and supportability of NetWare features like Packet Burst, Packet Signature, SFTIII, NetWare IP and more.  This client is designed and optimised to fully access all the services of NetWare 4.  Novell is also providing an automated upgrade utility to easily migrate from the NetWare Client for DOS and Windows to NetWare Client 32 for Windows 95 as soon as Client 32 is available.  Users can get detailed instructions for installing and using this client from Novell's World Wide Web page HTTP://Netwire.novell.com and from Novell's NetWire forum on Compuserve.





NetWare Client 32 for Windows 95 is Novell's premier solution for connecting Windows 95 desktops to NetWare.  Novell is making available to the general public a full-featured pre-release version of the NetWare Client 32 for Windows 95 on September 30.  The Client 32 is designed to offer the richest set of services for integrating Windows 95 with NetWare.  Users will be able to download this client for free from Compuserve and get access to the latest advances in .NetWareClient connectivity including the new NetWare Application Launcher.





CHOOSING THE BEST CLIENT SOFTWARE





Novell engineered each of its NetWare Clients to deliver the best access to all the services of the NetWare network, including NetWare Directory Services.  All NetWare Clients are tightly integrated with the NetWare NOS to deliver:





Superior NDS integration.  Only client software from Novell can fully integrate with NDS.


Optimal network performance.  NetWare Clients are developed with NetWare to take advantage of its high performance.


Integration with NetWare/IP services.  Novell's NetWare Clients are the only clients that offer NetWare/ IP connectivity, which enables NetWare to run on or connect to the IP networks that are popular in many large businesses today. 


Access to new NetWare services as they become available.  Choosing a NetWare Client means choosing a client that is compatible with the NetWare services of tomorrow.  As new services, like NetWare/ IP are integrated into the NetWare NOS, only client software from Novell can ensure compatibility. 





ACCESSING NETWARE DIRECTORY SERVICES 





The NetWare Clients from Novell make up the only client software to users native access to NDS.  NDS is a replicated and distributed database that delivers the most advanced network user and resource management in the industry.  NetWare Client software:





Enables a single point of login. Users log in to the network only once using one password to access files and resources anywhere on the network, regardless of the network's size or the number of servers it supports.


Eases network management.  NDS eliminates tedious management tasks by maintaining a single network wide directory that lets you make organisational and other changes by simply cutting and pasting.


Eases application management and use.  Novell's new NetWare Application Launcher (NDAL) uses ND for easy application distribution, administration and control.





NETWARE CLIENT 32 FOR WINDOWS 95





Novell's new NetWare Client 32 architecture is the foundation on which all new NetWare Clients will be built.  Based on the high-performance 32-bit NetWare server architecture, NetWare Client 32 offers Windows 95 users:





Seamless NetWare integration through Windows 95 interfaces:


- Runs as a VxD from the Windows 95 Registry


- Requires only 4k conventional memory for backward compatibility


- Uses the Windows 95 Registry for complete configuration


- Provides access to NetWare services through the Windows 95 Explorer and Network Neighbourhood as well as through Novell's Provider interface extension that maximises the power of NetWare services.


- Enables users to log in through a full GUI


-.Easy to install or upgrade from existing NetWare Clients


- Install is linked directly to Windows 95 network install


- Install can be run from a NetWare server in conjunction with your Windows 95 installation or from the local workstation


- Dynamic configuration automatically determines optimal settings for the user


- Automatically detects hardware settings for easy installation


Optimal access to NDS:


- Novell's Windows 95  Provider" interface allows users to browse and choose NDS services.


- Server and client-side directory caching services ensure speed


- Automatically reconnects the entire network environment including open files.


- Allows concurrent connections over multiple client network adapters


- Enhanced Large Internet Packet and Packet Burst support NDS protocols


- Full NDS login script support


Access to innovative new features built on NDS


- Includes the NetWare Application Launcher, which enables:


    - Central administration of user applications


    - Filtering of applications available to users


    - Automated user application updates


    - Login Script integration for easy launch


    - Use of NDS as a central information repository


- Supports NetWare Administrator, which enables:


    - Full NDS administration


- GroupWise and MHS service administration


- Control of all access rights


- Management of files, directories and volumes


- Navigation of the network and searching for Directory objects





Easier network node management


- Remote control and configuration management 


- Windows 95 management agents


- SNMP reporting via IPX or TCP/IP


- Plug-and-Play support


Performance-driven network connectivity based on proven technology


- Optimised for network I/O


- Runs in full 32-bit NetWare Loadable Module (NLM) execution environment


- Supports NetWare 4 server network drivers


- IPX, TCP/IP and NetWare/IP run as modular NLMs


- New NetWare caching algorithms for superior performance





CONCLUSION


Customers choose NetWare because it is the industry-leading network operating system with the highest performance and richest set of networking services.  Users choose NetWare Client software to take full advantage of this performance and gain full access to the services of NetWare.  Novell's NetWare Clients are architected to give user the best access to their NetWare network and to ensure that NetWare remains the top NOS for networking all your desktop operating systems including Windows 95.





*Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.


